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PRESS RELEASE 

27 November 2024 ‒ 23 March 2025 

Exhibition Annex 

Press Preview: 26 November 2024, 11 am 

 

Frankfurt am Main, September 2024. Amsterdam—one city with many faces. 

Amsterdam was the metropolis in Europe during the 17th century. The economy and 

trade were booming, the population rapidly increased, and the arts and sciences 

flourished. An influential civic society shaped the city’s fortunes, captured in important 

paintings by the greatest Dutch masters. First and foremost was Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van Rijn, but the artists Jakob Backer, Ferdinand Bol, Govert Flinck, 

Bartholomeus van der Helst and Jan Victors also reflect urban society’s self-image in 

Amsterdam group portraits. The Städel Museum presents the exceptional portrait art 

of Rembrandt and his contemporaries in a large exhibition, bringing together some 

100 paintings, sculptures and prints, as well as cultural and historical objects from 

leading Dutch and international museums. The starting point is an impressive 

collection of group portraits from the Amsterdam Museum, enhanced by outstanding 

works from the Städel Museum and the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, as well as the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto, the 

National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. and the National Museum in Warsaw. 

Paintings from the period known as “The Golden Age” in the Netherlands are critically 

questioned here because this economic and cultural flowering in the 17th century 

was based on an aggressive trade policy of the Dutch Republic, whose foundations 

were built on the establishment of colonies in Asia and South America and the 

enslavement and exploitation of people. Wars, poverty, and religious and political 

persecution in Europe provided a steadily growing migration to the Dutch Republic, 

particularly to Amsterdam. A strong job market and general religious tolerance gave 

many people hope for a better and freer life, which many, but by no means everyone, 

succeeded in achieving. Above all, Amsterdam’s urban elite has been intensively 

portrayed: Members of the marksmen’s guilds and “regents”, heads of social 

institutions supported by civil society. The exhibition shows these official and 

prestigious paintings while simultaneously casting its view onto how members of 

other social groups are represented. They are images and histories of a pluralistic 

Amsterdam society, which tell of wealth and inequality, fortune and ruin, power and 

powerlessness—narrated through an exhibition. 
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Rembrandt’s Amsterdam. Golden Times? 

 

Exhibition dates: 27 November 2024 to 23 March 2025 

Curator: Prof. Dr Jochen Sander (Deputy Director and Head of German, Dutch and Flemish Paintings 

before 1800, Städel Museum) 

Location: Städel Museum, Schaumainkai 63, 60596 Frankfurt am Main 

Information: staedelmuseum.de/en 

Visitor Services: +49(0)69-605098-200, info@staedelmuseum.de 

Opening Hours: Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun + holidays, 10.00 am – 6.00 pm; Thu 10.00 am – 9.00 pm 

Special Opening Hours: For up-to-date information on special opening hours, please visit 

staedelmuseum.de/en/visit. 

 

Tickets and admission: Tue – Sun + holidays: €18, reduced €16; every Tuesday from 3.00 pm €9; free 

admission for children under 12. Groups of 10 or more (non-concession adults): €16 per person. All groups 

are required to book their visit in advance by contacting us at +49 (0)69-605098-200 or 

info@staedelmuseum.de. 

 

Sponsored by: ING Deutschland, Städelscher Museums-Verein e. V., Fontana Stiftung 

With additional support from: Ernst von Siemens Kunststiftung 

 

@staedelmuseum on social media: #staedel on Instagram / YouTube / TikTok / Facebook / LinkedIn / 

STÄDEL STORIES: For more stories and background information on the collection and the special 

exhibitions, read, watch and listen to stories.staedelmuseum.de (in German) 
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